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Summary 

Chinese society has been undergoing a major 
transformation that one observer in the late «n. 

deathln^™ M ; C ?? ing alive -' "»~ «ao Zedonl's 
o«?<^ir, 76 1 relat ionships among the society, 

£««£}„■*•£•;* and indiv id»al have altered sig- 
nificantly, under Deng Xiaoping, life in rhYna ?» 
becoming less politicked and mire pfuraUstic i8 
Although the political system is still authoritar- 
ian, rigid central planning is giving wav to a *L B 

:«icuitu e r d 6 ind S Strlal eC ° n ^ y and V no2sen^la-based rae " 
??fi »« k ' ? any as P ects «* social and cultural 
life are becoming more autonomous and diverse 
Individuals and groups now have and exercise a 

•iS r «im«,! tlU 1 f mited ' range of ch °" a on 
non-political" questions. 

But the question of whether or to what extent 

in cHill Zltl*« a ? d , ou i tu «l autonomy caS colxil? 
in china with denial of political freedom is yet to 
be answered. Such a combination exists, if uneas- 

ind%„M!! any non - co r uni8t aut »ofitariaA regimes 
and to some extent in Yugoslavia and Hungary. 
Chinese pragmatism and traditional Chinese polit- 
pSssiSle! Ure alS ° SU " eSt th8t 8UCh a d ichot1my is 

Continued success of the economic reforms is 
probably the key to China's continued development 
of a more pluralistic social and intellectual life 
The reformers argue that greater pluralism and 
autonomy are essential for rapid and sustained 
tTilt C 9" w th; China's demonstrable economic 
achievement vindicates their approach to moderniza- 
tion, conversely, if the economy faltws? pressure 
to curtail social and cultural autonomy will 
increase. But the reforms have already-perhaps 
or t !h!na a ' bly " altere,a Ufe in the ^oP^'s Republic 
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China is b4g\ , nni'rfa Jto Vfcsjsmfcle a.*corfs\a»er Joci«tyf! increas- 
ingly, Chinese a;c denying, higher q^liltil gocSsSnd.a fcl^r ? 
more varied diet. Greater economic activity has led to greater 
geographic mobility; internal travel is now occurring at unprece- 
deve?o P ! eV a a domestic tourism industry is beginning to 

*n««n!IJ]i h .S* m ? te u relaxed Political atmosphere and the upsurge in 
fn?2rn^^n XV i ty ^? 8 COme a dramatic Increase in the spread of 
information. As this trend continues— especially as the conouter 

onVh^H 8 in <**•""«>• leadership may increasingly ftet threat- 
tS control!? ° P 9 ° f channels of ^formation difficult for them 

The spread of information may already be exacerhatino t-u* 
Zlltl*" 2' politl «} alienation within alarge signed of 'chinese 
tS S« ** non :Pfl itical opportunities for personal advancement? 
«? e n~ a »« W ?»°5, ide0l0gy ' and e *P<««e to foreign ideas and ' 

Jm!« i! t ?.i? ,dl I!? many young people in china t0 question every- 
thing, including the prevailing political system. y 

**~, SOine of the traditio nal mechanisms of social control are 
fffi* S2*A The , Chinese communist Party (CCP) and its youth 
adjunct, the Communist Xouth League, are having trouble recruitina 
S£n ! ou ^t»ndi„g candidates. Alternative pltnf of upwlra 9 
oartv m^h«rlM heC W i th ,? dded bU f dens and diminished beneflcs of 
KI kiSTS? hlp ,' make J i t m °" difficult for the party to attract 
the kind of people needed to provide effective leadership in hhe 

™iT?H £0t ?? d ? tn "y- This '•"■!«» between the need for hig£- 
Slii?J P °L itlcal 1 1 ? adershi P and the alternative opportunities for 
ne« two decadwl 1 9 y0U " 9 Pe ° Pl6 WU1 Ukely in b an sify over the 

remains wJ*"* "l?' however ' the regime's coercive apparatus 
remains intact--as the current crackdown on crime attests—althouah 

crol sndV^wh^ m ° te selec " ve in the behavior it seeks ?o con- 
trol and somewhat more constrained to operate within the framaunrt 

Co'als'and^ateHa? l69al T^"' The Preoccupation with personaf 
Ioniro??L k^ 1 ^ 1 Passions suggests that disaffection can be 

re° S^&S^IK^ 

fncruslve coercion?" " "* 1 »""""»l-»kt thafsfm^yless 
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Depolitic ization of Daily Life 

time s?nce c^lat'e^ao Si^'onri? 1 ^" 9 C \ iM £ ° C the "» fc 
would be the widening of P areas'on u ?o n l™v f° 8t no "«able changes 
ference. Among the lost tlTo^lTflrtnletlr Stt? ° al intet - 
of colorful dress and varied hairstyle! «2 \X ,!► reeBei: 9 ence 
ability of such non-political oaatfJ-! »! :.< h ? return fc ° accept- 
practicing traditional oo«a o? m»i??f, aS " isin 9 «ged songbirds, 

displaying flower] I in tuHome! Western habftf a ^ n9 b f ld9# ' and 
gained some currency under «,««..!!!!. nabits and customs have 

Hu Yaobang, and"l?emie U ? d Zhao h Ziya n r ra Iop e ;e t ade f r« en9 ' P " ty Chief 
Hu and Zhao, now often aooear in rlnKT , P leaders » no ** noticeably 
suits and ties, and Chinf^Dres a P S«^o earin S Wes t«n-style 
relative merits and disadvantages or tradm* 6 ?, V*" 9 " the 
eating habits and utensils! traditional Chinese communal 

■education-^re^r^ss'^ervas^ve'^ 1 C ?!? tro1 and illogical 
Political meetings ac che^kplace al^le^V de ° ade a9 °' 
intrusive. PeoDie f e8 \ f r Zll ?Z e ate less frequent and less 

meetings*^ to excise fnetr •r'iqnt-"^^'? 861 * 68 from PO"«cal 
debate, even on issues of c „ ,. J'", , t0 8i f e »oe. Academic 
Place and appear not only in obscufe ^3 ? el ? vance ' a " «>mmon- 
in such prestigious national nZ^f scl >olarly journals but also 
( EnlightlnmenrDailyyriSi"!! 8 ^?",, a ? Jf^^l Ri ^ 
^iH^bao (Peopled ragh^^S^?fSS.Ti^SUS. 

temporary^es^ha's^bee"" JESSE 2^? discusa '°n of con- 
alities in recent Chinese history? " tS a " d lm P° ttan t person- 
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^a^^dass blasts &^4»- 

dfo?o^r; *? d *»?o«rinatiS„ to eTolcl its'prtoriUes'and 

?«3 h« Y :. '?! three-year party rectification campaign beaun'm 
Shifting Focus of Loyalty and Identity 

has ma de a calculated shi?t to llllldi ilcltliUt in^tl*^ 
£irTrorTffi^^ - &?. 

come a 1 c{!an5e 8 i„ S aeff!iaent?lica t t i r^ *"? P*" 1 ?-!". 9 oals has 

that no one win take el- jf t- ?°, * is ° onoe ™ e<3 *•"<" them and 
controi only to" he'repSced^r £& SESL^cffiL.. 
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^^! *«»•■*— i«Wl4l fU.<U, alienation, even 
eff^ts \? h hiS * v « l0 P"»t undoubtedly has had beneficial side 

Improving Standards of ,.«.«„« and E-r^ n, , consumer <am 

over, according to Tian t-h* Zt^Zl.zJ Z atter inflation. More- 
and workers narrowed aCOpped and the lncome W between peasants 

co^su^rsf t over ^ne'^e'plrfofof^^^H" 9 •«•»••'« ^ 
and rum disposable in«me £»? n„ Si"?' howeveE ' ave «ge urban 
Savings depoaits i"so greS raoiJu P 11 Pf rce "t in real terms. 

yuan i, ir*> t0 l &% giSiS^-iTOs^ SE&'iS'SE 
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the 19?8^r;e^?.lletei2^^2>feH±^fi 5" r 
cent, use of cooking oil tripled, and pork lo^ump^on^crlased* 
70 perco-.t. Dietary variety and quality have improved as well 
EErS??? 1 con8 <"»Ption of animal protein remains very low by ' 
^ rh?^2 al ! tandards - P^nt foods still account for 94 percent 
feh. S u 2ri?^°-f con8Un, P t ion, according to official statistics, and 
*»?,? k , l0 ? a f lnta , ke of aa many as 12 - 2 Percent of urban families 
falls below international standards for maintaining normal health? 

>nn -!!i S , in9 .. inco ? es have allowed note and more Chinese, both urban 
n 2 ?»£ al ', t0 enj °y 80nle o£ the amenities of life. Between 1978 

r™. 1 ?!*' f<>t exaa, P le ' the numb « of bicycles per 100 residents 
n «r tl!e " t! ownership of radios, 177 percent, and televi- 

tt? l~A percent. Increasingly, Chinese consumers are looking 

for more expensive consumer durables and demanding higher quality- 

re^rH°r! ign "? ade r? r °? Uct8 - Washin 9 "«*in~. radios, tape * 
£?££?!!' C ? X 2 r televis ions, and refrigerators have replaced 
Durch«?Aa W ^ 8 « W ^ CheS ' electric fan s, and sewing machines in the 
h^om! i^L P } ans of consuneES as yesterday's luxuries increasingly 
become today's commonplace items. "wwngiy 

Orbanization and Geographic Mobility 

„,. ? ne o f .. ch i na 's greatest successes during Mao's 30-year rule 
was its control of migration to major cities! Except for brief 

?urifDof u 5^? the Ute J 95 ? 8 and early 1960s ' the "ovfment of the 
h« K-fn p ?i 5 i0n was strictly controlled. One result, however, 

ously e :„derempTo?ed: f Chlna ' 8 8 °° milU ° n tUMl dWell « 8 a " ""*" 

Onder Deng's economic reforms, the leadership now envisions a 
new strategy for dealing with the -excess' population in the 
iSE'JE! 1 ?*- The k intenti o" still is to limit stricter migration 
ot Lt^ la 5 9e ea8tetn seaboard cities but to encourage the growth 
of small and medium-sized cities throughout the country and to 
f°™» e «n eC ???'! ,iC inte "ction between town and countryside? Already 
some 60 million peasants have left farming for non-agricultural 
employment, mostly in the rural areas or small cities? Some 
Swi?? 86 estimate th ?t as many as two-thirds of the nation's rural 
f^ri- C 3 r pe !r hap f 5°° million people-will eventually abandon 
farming for local industry or service trades. 

,=i„-^!L the utba n setting, opportunities to change jobs, even to 
relocate across the country, are growing but still limited, if 
'"""' "forms succeed, however, something of a job market may 
emerge, with intellectuals and skilled workers able to sell their 
expertise to the most attractive bidder. 

*„ rt At ' hH /are tine, ;he dramatic exparsicn cf jjonomic activity 
during the list decade nas Jed to a -urgt in lnca-vl travel? Y 
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Transpo5tatio^rHn^snan« sfceairidj fofcja* i&forros in the airline 
industry and prompting increased investment in the raU system 2nd 
water transport. Buyers and sellers now travel all acrols China 
attempting to market their wares, find a cheaper or more reliable 

KE"& Jed *to a S dri ra fJr a ? 0r "*?**«• «*•' income* le vets 
h«^ 5 i 5° a drainatic increase in internal tourism, creating 

Saii5S d JS a .SJiSS! lty £oc devel< * in * h ° tela — toirist ting 



Spread of Information 



One consequence of the relaxation of pervasive political 
f?2 r 2 1 . h 5" bee ? a dramatic increase in the availability and vari- 
ety of information. China's rising living standard has led not 

22l?«S?/ k r r 3 Ck-t i B 8 denand for te l«»i»ion sets bat Soto a 
Bei«™ a 2^^!S a ? d t 0t n0te and bettet P"9""w«ing. In 1983, 
ch}« Ltt l J e t J h " ? ne . w ay to meet this demand was to break up 

a"f"our tilr- llltl iai0aB l <CCTV> nono P° 1 y °" broadcasting. Under 
a four-tier' system, provinces, prefectures, and counties are 

o?fns C tI e fJLf ?E lement CCT T 8 c « ve "9«. The leadership announced 
plans to expand the number of television stations from 44 in 1983 

on«^ e „ tnan 24 ?' By 19 ? 5 ' 104 stations-91 of them provincialiy 
? p J B f, ated "~ were ln °P ecat ion, with more springing up all the time 
CCTV also plans to add another channel to its current three. 

n«n ? his u ea P id e *P an sion apparently has produced a great varia- 
totai 2*r TiWJ of P5 9«™»in9- m Beijing, more than half of 
total air time is devoted to sports, drama, music, dance, chil- 
dren's programming, and other entertainment, according to a 1985 
survey Educational programs took up 24 percent of the broadcast 
day, and news accounted for 15 percent. . CCTV has put together a 
number of very popular and well-produced programs including the 

br^L a ?°H ai r d ll " Gene ""°» Family,? a 28-epIsode sefial 
broadcast during the summer of 1985. 

In order to raise the quality and interest level of its 
programs, CCTV has also imported a number of foreign programs 
Iratltl 982 ' SiX ** eticM television companies havered "o 
P"Xif P ro 9 raffls to CCTV, including CBS which sold 64 hours of 
programming ranging from "Dr. Seuss- cartoons and '60 Minutes" 
to sports shows in exchange for advertising time. 

nnr a=°? a \ P ro 9 M "" in ?' however, is neither as well produced 
?«„ aS f g it l l c ? ntrollea as broadcasting in major cities. One 
result is that viewers tune in foreign broadcasts when possible 
Another is that in the effort to build up their "ratiSgf?" locli 
stations have begun to broadcast what the market demands eveS if 

Jn ^i-?L a i^ 8 c0 ?» 1-t 2j y ' n llne with what Propaganda 'omSiais 
I? of ik L I °5 'ccording to t recent ofr^ial investigation, 

Hong f Kong W or k aa n pan: C9raK3 °" "~ l0 ° al "•""» "*" nade in 
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At the 
television 



| sanfe Jilmejtjafcjhftie/fe are waeahin* more atifl better 
...... - m P«g««wi« 9 ,.the» ace ««adUg.mer»^n(f Ao«,J wiier 

nnhi?!^ 2 ? 0Ut « 8 - .The number of newspapers and magazines 

??n t S fc , and above the.prefeotural level increased from 69 to 

340 between 1978 and 1983/ and the number of magazines published 

nJMM f f°\? 30 in 19?8 t0 3 '" 5 by the end ° £ " 83 - Most olthe 
«T»£ ? Ucati « nS a " not officially subsidized and must rely on 
i«ftLt PS £ f° r th fi C operations-advertising is still in its 
infancy. As a result, many of the non-official print media 
outlets provide the lively reporting on domestic and international 
S r «J» ed »* the public and the technical and professional 3 
i?™f? " sou 9 nt , °y a Populace intent on improving its educa- 
tional and professional status. 

hM h «, e fl!!", 1 * 0f £ hia Proliferation of channels of information 
.2 pS2E.£ n 1 ?? 8 °V e . aae 5 ship by such official media outlets 
as people's Daily. Subscriptions to national newspapers fell by 

LSr C !?V?,£ 9 ":, People ' a »«ilv circulation wasdown S.6 per- 
«!«' ith . Lib ! ratlon Armv p »"Y--" h ° military's official 
organ—losing 9 percent of its subscribers. Surprisingly, even 
the intellectual-oriented Guangmlno Daily and the prestigious 
Economic Dally i ost subscribers, li.6 percent and 6.9 percent 
|espictTvely^ of the major national dailies, only China £& -- 
published in English—posted a gain, 6 percent. MaToroIFTclfl 

?»! a n^r;^ nClUd i n9 ?* V* 11 *' 8 SsLEila, tne CoSSni.2 5Sh 
League's Chinese Youth, and the influential Liaowang (Outlook)-- 
dropped by rates of 1 3 to 18 percent. !SSa » ou «ook) - 

the S nr»»5 e ^ a ? d « p0ten ^ ially even n,oce f«-reaching aspect of 
inform*?™ V nf o™«tion has been increased access to foreign 
information, foreign ideas, and foreign travel. Many of China's 
non-official publications concentrate on international events* 
and CCTV, under agreements with foreign broadcasters? „|« shows 
news clips from the British Broadcasting Corporation and American 
networks on its nightly newscasts. The%conSmic -open doo?' hit 
led to a massive influx of foreigners, both touristl and business 
to°!oreia'n t ?dea e "f" 1 ^ being much greater exposure'in urban China 
t««i?™ ,i d ! a8 / *k the M ™ time ' more and raoee Chinese are 
till H.IJ *° ad ? n bU8iness or «oc education, and even some pri- 
vate travel for pleasure is taking place. 

Social Differentiati on and Increased social Complexity 

ob ae rS e rS 1 FL? f !i C i a L ai8Claimets ' man y Chinese and some foreign 
riSn.fM. that the current policy of "allowing some to become 
hi^ i ita V, is i eadin 9 to expanding income and status disparities 
lated £ a »H y r and re 9 i ? na i 1 y- Hatd evi °ence has yet to be^ccumu- 
emohfJ « d ^ S k mea 5 ing ? ully tne *»••"«» of whether China's 
emphasis on coastal development, for ixawple, is widening the 
gap between >he coait, the interior, ,„d ,the traditioaaUy Sack- 
ward far west. But the-Chifese presj has aiscussed tl* issue 
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was trimmed back' and top lead«a--i^?»2?«„ s n rural nouveaux riches 

S Hi ill? I j|«™ H? ; - 

youth Ali enation and Questioning 

also lea1o e %^T^^c^%%^^*r i ^i\^« u P-t-Mao eca has 
advancement are now open outside th^ir-S?^ ? ues of P ers °nal 

the sine qua „£„ of up W arTmobilU?--i„ la?or o? d ( ,™ P 7' f ? emerly 

the political process w?t£o£t havfna ?^ S 3 ^ y 5? be incl «°ed in 
communist part? dSSipHni and stuSy . " the di8adva "tages of 

without%e^\ e b L% f rr%Uce Und r:i^ s M o a S^ hl ide0l09iCal legac ^- 
and positive than calls for •ri,7„!! fonething more concrete 

development of a spi^cuafcivaiSlti;n. tyl h a S0 ? ia . Us "' and the 
ideological vccuur. "anv Sow feel fr«"^ **¥ y0Uth in an 
even tc att«mot to fini th,ir ™f e to <J ues t">n authority, 

able, proton cf ySun^-op'c ta2*h!2!\ Vlaf? ?I if "specif i- 
the official dogm* J^'l^^^g^"*?'^ * 
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Intellectual fteeiom«leven»iio\»emenl tiiSaiilSui&iMS r2t n :I* .. j 
Deng and Hu Yadh^g..:^ '*^«Mif&*4* cllltlT *' 
mSEll'JX l6ft t 5 en ^"-MtU; Re'c«rde£SSst?ftion8 
2S?S!!ki I!™ 7 educated y°«th ace also disillusioned by official 

2^-Sf l0B f nd ne P° tism ' disturbed by the side effects of recent 
Soor^Ucy?™ 8 ' and C ° nCerned b * «n"elco n e aspects 'of the^ope'n 

Changes in Social control Mechanism,. an d Breakdown of Order 

M» n .« T l?Lf eCh 2 ni8ms . ^ S0Cial co "trol also have been changing since 

tn- Lri! «\ ?« e ° f theB ' such as the Communist Youth Lefgul wd 
the party itself, appear to have been weakened wTi-h «?h«S .... 

PartHemberf 1 ^ and " CUtrent SMS agains 'corru'l i^bT 8 
fSo L» ^fffl the P testi 9 e of the political vanguard has suffered 
fSwU a ?4i ty t0 en f«« Patty discipline has apparently dimin- 
b«n ^™!„S* Same time ' othec Onanisms of social control have 
it ?h! ^ 9 * hened / P ? r e »' n Ple» under the 'responsibility system- 

sSci^r srsssSc so^y? 38 ceeraec * ed « th « >* »*' « 

changed its approach somewhat. Security organs are now more 
selective in what behavior they seek to control- «,.« J!?f ~- t 
svstr 8t i ained t0 h ° Pet f te Witni " tne'lramework-Vthe Tegal " 6 " 
better-egui^ed" beC ° min9 -^ >«*— l—L "etter trained*, and 

i-K , s ! cutit y forces also face a changing set of problems with 
have ?^r X °* «•"*?«•" and greater mobility, Chinese pliice now 
m ^t «5 aSed ? roblems wit h espionage, drug smuggling, emoeLle- 

dealing with economic crimes handled by the judicial avatem 

-e^atKde?^^^ 

more than 150,000 people for various crimes and broken ud no 000 

criminal gangs, according to the new public «cur"y minister! 

In the firj; thiee week? of Jr.nuary 1936, at 'east 20 r,<. 
inals were evented in Beijing- aJone, two " Vm fol I armed roSbery 
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<K'.a taxi driver f;oa whcm they! took leas t&rs $20. These are 
reportedly only the latest of thousands^!* executions over the 
past two years for crimes ranging from embezzlement to murder. 
Recent speeches by such top party officials as General Secretary 
Hu, Vice Premier Tian, Military Commission Permanent Vice Chairman 
Yang Shangkun, and Secretariat member Wang Zhaoguo suggest that 
many more will be brought before the bar—and some before the 
firing squad— before the end of 1986. 

Momentum for the crackdown on crime appears to have gained a 
boost with the revelation of a major scandal in Fujian last year 
involving the production and sale of fake medicine. Conservative 
opponents of the "open door" especially seem to have made use of 
this and similar cases to call for greater attention to social 
order. They have apparently been helped by a rising crime rate. 
Complete statistics are not yet available, but in the capital the 
crime rate rose in 1985 to 7.8 reported crimes per 10,000 people 
?S2? °?i y 6 * 2 per 10 ' 000 the y^r before. The low crime rate in 
1984-the rate was officially listed as 11.7 in 1983-was largely 

f 5 r ?oSi a maj0r crackdown in late 1983 which carried over 
inco x"o4* 

Speeches at the January 3-6, 1986, conference of 8,000 top 
cadres suggest that the leadership is seriously concerned about ram- 
pant embezzlement, bribery, and fraud as well as violent crime. The 
Secretariat has set up a new body under the leadership of Qiao Shi— 
newly a Politburo member and since last year head of the party's 
Politics and Law Commission— to examine discipline in all top partv. 
government, and military bodies. Qiao apparently is already moving 
to consolidate his influence in this effort. The commission issuel 
a joint circular with the Central Discipline Inspection Commission 
in mid-January which called for localities to "strike heavily" at 
economic criminals. In early January, another joint circular— this 
one by the Ministry of Public Security and the Ministry of Communi- 
cations—called for improved enforcement of "public order" in port 
cities, it was aimed at curbing bribery, smuggling, rowdiness by 
foreign seamen, and prostitution. * 

With security forces largely taxed by the increased rate of 
crime, the party has taken on a major role in attempting to curb 
corruption. More often than not, cases of embezzlement, bribery, 
and malfeasance are exposed by the national or local party disci- 
pline inspection commissions, not by the police, in many cases, 
disclipme is meted out through the party rather than the courts. 

Prepared by Christopher M. Clarke 
647-1343 

Approved by Louis G. Sarrij 
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